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FIVE ARTS CENTRE 
REPORT 2013 

 
In 2013, Five Arts Centre concentrated on three major experimental works that broke boundaries 
and found new ways to make theatre. In these three projects, the artists were seeking new ways 
of telling a variety of stories; new ways of affecting audiences.  Besides these projects, we did 
workshops, film screenings and discussions. Once again our studio at Taman Tun Dr. Ismail 
served the arts community well, as many companies and individuals used the studio for 
rehearsals and workshops, including Instant Café Theatre Company, TerryandtheCuz, Dama 
Orchestra, Jumping Jelly Beans, Box of Delights and others.  
 
1.  VOCAL GYM  
     14 – 17 January 2013 
     Five Arts Centre Studio, Taman Tun Dr. Ismail 
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
 
Anne James conducted a four-day, 10-hour vocal workshop to develop a clear, resonant and 
versatile voice. The workshop helped participants to develop a centred and supported voice by 
working on relaxation, breathing and volume. Through a variety of specific exercises, 
participants were invited to be aware of what they could do with their voices.  
 
Facilitator:  Anne James 
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2.  BUTOH CAN BE PLAYED LIKE THIS!  
     Butoh Video Showreel & Sharing Session 
     28 July 2013 
     Five Arts Centre Studio, Taman Tun Dr. Ismail 
   
Many questions remain over the Butoh dance form – “What is Butoh?” “Why is it so slow?” 
“Got dynamic Butoh ah?” “Can contemporary dancers do it?”  Seeking to create a platform to 
introduce and talk about this form, Shoubi Sha - an experimental Butoh company - with the 
support of Five Arts Centre, presented a video showreel session. This sharing showcased 
different styles, methods and perspectives of Butoh performance from around the world. A 
feedback session followed the screening to allow viewers to share their opinions about Butoh. 
 
 
3.  SOMETHING I WROTE – a documentary musical 
     29 August – 1 September 2013 
     Black Box, MapKL @ Publika 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	    
 
In August, Mark Teh directed Something I Wrote.  This was a continuation of a series of devised 
performances that investigates the creative work, choices, context and experiences of unique 
Malaysian performing artists. Mark’s distinctive approach of research, excavation and his own 
brand of visual staging have led to a collection of projects suggesting a new style of 
‘documentary theatre’. Mark’s earlier projects include Dua, Tiga Dalang Berlari (2007), which 
examined the rivalry between the two master shadow puppeteers Hamzah Awang Mat and 
Dollah Baju Merah, and Gostan Forward (2009), a solo performance-lecture featuring dancer-
choreographer Marion D’Cruz remembering, sharing and performing stories from her personal 
history, dance history, and Malaysian history.  
 
Something I Wrote was an original, bilingual, documentary musical performance that employed 
the writings of singer-songwriter, academic and educator Azmyl Yunor.  Azmyl’s songs were the 
base to trace his journeys, observations, and creative and critical choices through the changing 
Malaysian socio-cultural landscape since the 1990s.   

 
Something I Wrote brought together a diverse body of Azmyl’s writings as a starting point – 
from the distinctive urban characters, stories and scenarios that populate his lyrics and songs; to 
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the analysis of Malaysian culture, media and society in his academic output; to the many 
interviews that have been documented over his music career – to pose thought-provoking 
questions, images and sounds to audiences about the city, identity, independence and difference.   
 
Mark was particularly interested to excavate Azmyl’s writings as they provide potent clues on 
negotiating the seemingly paradoxical positions of being male, Malay, Malaysian, metropolitan 
and multiple. The performance featured several ‘Azmyls’– the character Azmyl Yunor being 
played by seven performers. 
 
Director:    Mark Teh 
Music Director:   Alia Ali 
Visual Designer:   Grey Yeoh 
Costume & Set Designer:  Wong Tay Sy 
Lighting Designer:   Syamsul Azhar 
Performers/Devisers:  Ali Alasri, Alia Ali, Faiq Syazwan Kuhiri, Imri Nasution, Mervyn 

Raj Manikam, Roger Liew and Syamsul Azhar. 
Featuring songs and texts by: Azmyl Yunor 
Producer:   June Tan 
 
Quote from the press: 
 
“Teh and his cohort of able actors are adept at crafting beautiful moments, living images full of 
context and thought that present themselves honestly and dissolve gently.  The set and cast were 
amorphous like their image of Azmyl.  Pieces of scaffolding were pushed, pulled, locked and split 
to make vans, podiums and projection screens in a welcome change from wooden black cubes; 
and the actors were journalists or demons or seven copies of the man himself… 
 
Something I Wrote is a strong, thoughtful and daring piece in the vein of Five Arts’ work which 
has always been of high quality.” 

Cheryl Tan, Kakiseni, 27 November 2013.  
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4.  THE CHAM PROJECT – looking to mix 
     7 – 14 September 2013 
     Five Arts Centre Studio, Taman Tun Dr. Ismail 
 

             
 
From June to September, we had two interns from Sunway University working with Five Arts 
Centre.  They did much good work including re-organising all costumes, props and sets with 
proper inventories, editing past productions for the Five Arts Centre YouTube Channel, etc. 
They also created their own project, The Cham Project, with and our Office Manager. In this 
project they were interested to question and interrogate the language ‘divides’ in the Malaysian 
theatre world. They brought together theatre practitioners from ‘Malay’ theatre, ‘English 
Language’ theatre, ‘Tamil’ theatre and ‘Chinese’ theatre to work together for a week to create 
small workshop performances. The performances were presented in Five Arts Centre and an 
interesting discussion was held about these divides and other pertinent issues.   
 
Created and facilitated by: Yiky Chew Tze Yi, Sharifah Aleysha and Hoe Hui Ting. 
Participants: Angeline Ang Wai Sim, Yusuf Rosli, Khaz Shamia, Nuar Yunus 

bin Omar Rashid, Mohd Afiq Arshad bin Yaakub, Shree Ram, 
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Yiky Chew Tze Yi, Shah Hassanul Manzar, Atiqah Abu Bakar and  
Thomas Anand George. 

 

                      
5.  MALAYSIA DAY PROJECT @ Bangkung 
     16 September 2013 
     Jalan Bangkung Malaysia Day Festival 
 

             
 
As part of the Malaysia Day Festival at Jalan Bangkung, Anne James worked with 14 performing 
arts students and young graduates to perform two pieces.  In Ask me to tell you a story, the Street 
Fest patrons were invited to ask the performers to tell a story.  The performers wore T-shirts that 
said ‘Ask me to tell you a story’.  The stories ranged from history, memories, race and all other 
things that make us Malaysian and were performed in English, Malay and/or Chinese.  As the 
patrons walked about, they could listen to 13 different stories if they wished. Goreng was a 
movement and text piece based on two texts – The Rise and Fall of the Republic by Jerome 
Kugan and Salam Benua by Usman Awang.  This piece was performed on the open air stage.  
 
Director: Anne James 
Participants: Alvin Ong, Angeline Ang, Mark Chang, Yiky Chew Tze Yi, Inez Caryan Eng, 

Keilly Lim, Robin Khor, Lee Kien Fei, Fish Lim, Mohammad Fahad, Sean Lee, 
Sharifah Aleysha, Vivian War and Ali Alasri. 
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6.  2 MINUTE SOLOS – a performance in the neighbourhood 
     3-5 October 2013 
     Five Arts Centre, Taman Tun Dr. Ismail 
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In October, Marion D’Cruz curated a fascinating project entitled 2 minute solos, where 11 
unique solos, each 2 minutes long, were presented simultaneously by 11 different personalities in 
the two-storey shop lot at Five Arts Centre, Taman Tun Dr. Ismail, Kuala Lumpur. There were 
four audience members in each space – a total of 44 audience members per show. All the 11 
solos started at the same time. When the 2 minutes were up, the audience moved to another space 
for the next solo, resulting in the performance of each solo 11 times for 11 separate audience 
groups. The spaces identified included the staircase, the lobby, the office, the air-well, the toilet, 
the kitchen, the storeroom, and more. 
 
This project continues in Marion’s current trajectory of creating platforms or alternative spaces 
for people to perform and make art. A strong element in Marion’s work is the constant discourse, 
and blurring of lines between the audience, the performer, the director, the space and the 
choreographer.  
2 minute solos, aimed:    

o To dismantle and deconstruct present notions of performance and find new ways of 
making performance; 

o To challenge participants to ‘get your message out in 2 minutes’; 
o To use and reimagine the Five Arts Centre space in one performance event; 
o To democratize the creative space by inviting artists and non-artists to participate; and 
o To create an unusually intimate relationship between the performer and the audience. 

 
Curated by: Marion D’Cruz 
Participants: Anne James, Charlene Rajendran, David Wong, Fatimah Abu Bakar, Fikri Fadzil, 

Jacqueline Ann Surin, Low Ngai Yuen, Melissa Teoh, Munkao, Vernon Adrian 
Emuang and Zahim Albakri. 

Produced by: June Tan and Sunitha Janamohanan 
 
Quote from the press: 
 
“Like much of Five Arts Centre's repertoire, many of the 2 minute solos were either overtly 
topical and/or politically liberal.  They remind us to think of ‘how the other half lives’, as my 
grandmother would have said.  Only live theatre, and perhaps only live theatre in so small a 
space, can give us the intimacy of these short confessions.  Only in this format would we, with so 
much rapt and respectful attention, ever watch a man carefully wringing a wet shirt above a 
bucket of dirty suds.  And this, more than the calls for us to pay attention to particular instances 
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of unfairness, exploitation and neglect, is the broader humanist and truly democratising message 
of 2 minute solos: that every human gesture, no matter how prosaic, can be a performance, if 
watched closely enough, and that everything is worthy of an audience.” 
  

                                                                 Bilqis Hijjas, The B-side, November 2013. 
 

                                  
 
 
 
 
 
7.  WALLS 
     9 – 17 November 2013 
     Black Box, MapKL @ Publika 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	    
 
In November, Five Arts Centre produced Walls, directed by Hariati Azizan and Wong Tay Sy. 
Five Arts Centre has always been interested in supporting younger artists find their artistic 
voices, and we have been doing this since the company started in 1984.  

 
Hariati is a young director who has directed interesting work over the past few years.  Tay Sy is a 
visual artist who has been involved in many stage and film projects as art director, producer, 
facilitator and collaborator.  This was her first attempt in co-directing.  
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Walls was an intriguing study of alienation and identity in modern Malaysia, where one's 
personal space is being constricted every day by moral guardians and political forces.  Through 
the interplay of text, sound, body and space, Walls explored how man-made barriers divide us, 
and what they stand for when there is nothing left of humanity. This thought-provoking play also 
took a hard look at (wo)man's relationship with the environment. 
 
Directed & devised by: Hari Azizan and Wong Tay Sy  
with the performers:  Mislina Mustaffa and chi too  
Lighting designer:   Teo Kuang Han 
Sound designer:    Jerome Kugan 
Puppeteer:     Yiky Chew Tze Yi 
Producers:     Marion D’Cruz and Mark Teh 
 
Quote from the press: 
 
“Walls could be interpreted in a myriad of ways: an allegory of suppression, a call for simplicity 
of living, a surreal exploration of human nature. Mislina put on a splendid performance as The 
Woman, powerfully portraying her character as a strong figure trying her abject best to thrive 
despite being trapped in an overwhelming situation beyond her understanding.” 
 

Terence Toh, The Star, 21 November 2013. 
 
 
8.  KRISHEN JIT ASTRO FUND 2013 
 

 
 

The Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund was in its 8th cycle in 2013.  
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The Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund was introduced by ASTRO together with Five Arts Centre in 
commemoration of the late Datuk Krishen Jit and is aimed to provide deserving arts practitioners 
with monetary aid to pursue projects in the Arts.  One of the main objectives of Krishen’s 
pioneering work was celebrating original Malaysian creativity in as varied and alternative ways 
as possible in all the areas of the arts.   
 
His groundbreaking theatre practice straddled and brought together a wide range of contrasting 
spheres, producing projects that were inter-disciplinary, multi-cultural, multi-lingual and 
experimental.  Negotiating between academia and practice, tradition and contemporary pop 
culture, Hollywood and Bollywood, the mainstream and the marginalized, Krishen’s work 
articulated a Malaysian identity that was ever evolving and encouraged practitioners and 
audiences to reflect on their lives and societies.   
 
This is the spirit of the Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund.  The Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund, works as 
an extension of this spirit to encourage and support creative work in Malaysia.  
 
The announcement of the Fund took place on 28 April 2006 at Utih…Celebrating Krishen. This 
was a commemorative event on the first anniversary of his death.  The Fund was launched by 
Astro at this event.  
 
The Selection Panel for 2013 was: 
 

• Dato’ Norliza Rofli – Director, Department of Culture and Arts, Ministry of 
Information, Communication and Culture, Malaysia; 

• Jolyn Gasper – Snr. AVP, Corporate Responsibility, Corporate Responsibility, 
Community Affairs, ASTRO; 

• Leow Puay Tin – Head, Department of Performance & Media, Sunway University; 
• Ravi Navaratnam – Representative from Five Arts Centre; and 
• Mac Chan – Representative from Five Arts Centre. 

 
The Fund is administrated and managed by Five Arts Centre.  In 2013, the allocation of 
RM33,000 was to be distributed into grants ranging from RM2,000 to RM20,000 each, for 
training, workshops, attachments, residencies, experimental productions, writing, creating new 
work in music, dance, theatre, writing, visual or performance art.  
 
In 2013, the Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund received 39 applications for projects in dance, theatre, 
film, video documentation, publication, visual arts, music, animation, education and 
interdisciplinary work. Five grants were given out. 
 
The Press Conference to announce the grantees for 2013 for the Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund was 
held on 10 December at Five Arts Centre and was attended by the grantees, friends, past 
grantees, Astro, Five Arts Centre and members of the press. 
 
GRANTEES FOR 2013: 
 
FAISAL MUSTAFFA 
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The Grant: RM10,000 
The Project: Publication of a book entitled Malaysian Cinema in a Bottle: A Century (and a 
little bit more) of Wayang, written by Hassan Muthalib. 
 
MOHD AFIQ ARSHAD YAAKUB 
The Grant: RM8,000 
The Project: Tepuk Amai-Amai – The School Project by Revolution Stage. 
 
YEOH SENG GUAN 
The Grant: RM6,000 
The Project: LABORING FIGURES - Vignettes in the form of photographs and a video 
anthology of ordinary individuals at work, at home and at play as well as articles in popular, 
semi-academic and academic publications. 
 
JEFFREY LIM 
The Grant: RM5,000 
The Project: KANTA, experiencing the living form of photography. 
 
MUNKAO 
The Grant: RM4,000 
The Project: Malaysia, The Game – an original Malaysian board game.  
 
We are very pleased and proud of our work in the Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund. In total, since its 
inception in 2006, the Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund has given out 34 grants amounting to about 
RM257,000. Grant giving bodies in Malaysia seem to come and go, and we are pleased that the 
Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund has been consistent for 8 years. It is also probably the only Fund in 
Malaysia that is totally inclusive, giving out grants in all areas of the arts.  
 
 
Members of Five Arts Centre continued to work at fulltime jobs and continued to do interesting 
personal projects. 
 
Five Arts Centre’s members’ personal projects: 
 
Anne James: 

• Acted in The Merry Wives of Windsor with Shakespeare Demystified, 18 - 21 April 2013 
(KL-KLPac); 25 - 28 April 2013 (Penang-PenPac).  

• Acted in a Malay feature film Bikin Filem, directed by Nik Amir Mustapha. Release date 
- 2014 

• Acted in a trailer for the movie Beg Siapa, by independent film maker Mien Ly.  
• Ran a theatre workshop at Hin Hua High School, Klang in March and a Vocal Workshop 

for the Dama Young Artists Programme in November. 
• Was presenter at the National RHB-NST Spell-It-Right Competition in Sungei Petani 

Kedah, August 2013. 
 
Chee Sek Thim: 
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• Directed Pearls for the Picking, produced by Ombak Artstudio.  Pearls for the Picking 
was a 6-month theatre workshop run by Sek Thim that involved three phases – training, 
research and performance. In the training phase, actors were introduced to exercises 
aimed at building strength and an awareness of compositional elements.  The research 
phase saw actors making observations of George Town, describing its spaces and people, 
and eventually interviewing residents of the city.  The final performance phase involved 
the development of a performance piece using the knowledge from the previous two 
phases. Pearls for the Picking was a recipient of the Mentor/Mentee Grant under the 
Jabatan Kesenian dan Kebudayaan Negara. 

 
Janet Pillai had a busy year doing several projects.  The main ones were: 

• The publication of a book entitled Cultural Mapping: A Guide to Understanding Place, 
Community and Continuity, published by Socio-Research Institute for Development, 
2013. 

• Was resource person for a workshop entitled Sub-Regional Workshop on “Teacher 
Preparation for Global Citizenship Education in Southeast Asia, conducted by Asia 
Pacific Centre for Education of International Understanding (APCEIU), Korea, 
November 2013. 

• Was recipient of the Asian Public Intellectual Fellowship to research Communities-of-
practice: Creative Resources, Collaborations and Processes in Community-based 
Revitalization Projects in Japan and Sulawesi, February – December 2013. 

• Was co-consultant for Promoting Intangible Cultural Heritage for Educators to 
Reinforce Education for Sustainable Development in the Asia-Pacific Region, UNESCO 
Bangkok, April – December 2013. 

Kubhaer T. Jethwani: 
• His short film Iklan Raya Yang Paling Sedih won a Bronze Kancil at the 2013 Malaysian 

Advertising Association Awards for "Best in Viral".  
• He also spearheaded the social media marketing and brand design for Fierce Curry House 

which was an integral part in them winning "Best Indian Restaurant" at the TimeOut KL 
Food Awards 2013.  

• Other projects included directing successful digital content work for BMW, Nokia, and 
Nissan through an unofficial partnership with PopDigital, a digital media house 
responsible for online content like That Effing Show which Kubhaer also occasionally 
guest stars in.  

 
Marion D’Cruz: 

• Was on the panel for Seminar on Dance Hybridity, University Malaya, January 2013. 
• Was on a panel for Narratives on Malaysian Art – The Role of Institutions – 2 panel 

discussions organized by RogueArt and Petronas Gallery, March and June 2013. 
• Took part in Art for Grabs at Central Market where she set up a stall called Kedai Borak 

Datin Marion. People were invited to donate RM1 for one minute of conversation with 
Marion on a topic of their choice. All donations were given to the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Foundation Malaysia. March 2013.  

• Was moderator for Roundtable Discussions for Tari 2013 – International Dance 
Festival, organized by ASWARA, July 2013. 
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• Was on the Mentor Panel for the Dance Escalator Project by MyDance Alliance, April 
– December 2013. 

• Was consultant for the production of the musical Grease by SMK Infant Jesus Convent, 
Johor Baru. 
 

Mark Teh: 
• Participated in CreativeCities exhibition, in conjunction with the Kaohsiung Design 

Festival and Asia Pacific Cities Summit.  Installation.  Curated by Jackson Tan, Justin 
Zhuang, Joseph Foo, Goh Sze Ying, Driv Loo and Ng Sijuan. 

• Participated in Media/Art Kitchen – Reality Distortion Field exhibition.  Single-channel 
video.  Curated by Okamura Keiko, Aida Daiya, Hattori Hiroyuki, Adeline Ooi and Suzy 
Sulaiman.  Video.  Galeri Nasional Indonesia, Jakarta; MAP KL, Kuala Lumpur; Manila, 
Baguio City and Cebu City; and Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Bangkok. 

• Wrote and hosted audio documentary for Hear and Now in Malaysia: Alternative Tours 
in Kuala Lumpur, HandyJobs-BFM Radio.  

• Published “13 Mei Yang Lain: Sejarah Reaksi Seni Yang Belum Berkesudahan”, in 
Naratif Seni Rupa Malaysia Jilid 2: Reaksi – Strategi Kritikal Baru.  Edited by Nur 
Hanim Khairuddin and Beverly Yong (RogueArt: Malaysia, 2013).  112-129, and “An-
Other May 13: An Ongoing History of Artistic Responses”, in Narratives in Malaysian 
Art Volume 2: Reactions – New Critical Strategies.  Edited by Beverly Yong and Nur 
Hanim Khairuddin (RogueArt: Malaysia, 2013).  98-112. 

• Was presenter and panelist at the SDEA Theatre Arts Conference, Singapore Drama 
Educators Association.   

• Was presenter at the Dance Escalator: The Emerging Choreographer programme, 
MyDance Alliance.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
ABOUT FIVE ARTS CENTRE 
Five Arts Centre is a collective of artists and producers dedicated to generating alternative art 
forms and images in the Malaysian creative environment.  The collective’s scope of work 
includes theatre, dance, music, visual arts and young people’s theatre.  
 
Since it was formed in 1984, Five Arts Centre has been committed to articulating multiple 
Malaysian identities and championing local creativity.  Founded by theatre directors Chin San 
Sooi and Krishen Jit, and dancer-choreographer Marion D’Cruz, Five Arts Centre has been 
instrumental in the growth of a Malaysian identity in the arts.   
 
For 30 years, Five Arts Centre has been at the forefront of creating experimental, 
interdisciplinary and intercultural work, as well as providing platforms for the next generation of 
arts practitioners.  Contemporary social and cultural issues impinging on Malaysian life are 
precipitated by the collective by way of exhibitions, performances, and creative and research 
workshops.   
 
The collective has performed and presented its work widely in South-East Asia, Japan, Korea, 
Hong Kong, India, Egypt, Australia, Canada, Germany, Austria, Belgium, Portugal and the UK.  
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From 2004 to 2006, Five Arts Centre was the manager of Arts Network Asia, a regional 
organisation supporting arts work in Asia.  In 2006, ASTRO and Five Arts Centre launched the 
Krishen Jit ASTRO Fund to support artistic work by Malaysians and others committed to the 
development of the arts in Malaysia.  
 
Today, the collective includes 14 arts activists and practitioners from across the generations and 
disciplines.  Current members of Five Arts Centre include Anne James, Chee Sek Thim, Chew 
Kin Wah, Fahmi Fadzil, Ivy N. Josiah, Janet Pillai, June Tan, Kubhaer T. Jethwani, Lew Chee 
Seong, Mac Chan, Marion D’Cruz, Mark Teh, Ravi Navaratnam, and Suhaila Merican. 
 
MEMBERS OF FIVE ARTS CENTRE 
Anne James was trained in theatre at Universiti Sains Malaysia and Northwestern University 
(USA).  She is a much respected actor and dancer (Marion D’Cruz and Dancers) who has 
performed both locally and internationally.  She has had the privilege of working with directors 
who include Krishen Jit, Kee Thuan Chye, Richard Schechner, Ong Keng Sen, Joe Hasham, Will 
Gluth, Hiroshi Koike, Ivan Heng, Zahim Albakri, Jo Kukathas, Natalie Hennedige and Chee Sek 
Thim.  Her appearances in film include Amir Muhammad’s Big Durian, Bernard Chauly’s Gol 
dan Gincu, Nik Amir Mustapha’s award winning film KIL and Bikin Filem.  Her awards in film 
and theatre include: Best Supporting Actress (Female) for KIL (Anugerah Majlis Pengkritik 
Filem Kuala Lumpur 2013) and Best Solo Performer for Dinner for Two (Boh Cameronian Arts 
Award 2003).  She was also nominated for Best Supporting Actress for KIL at the TV3 
Anugerah Skrin 2013.  Anne loves acting and continues to teach voice and acting at local 
institutions. 
Chee Sek Thim started performing with Marion D’Cruz and Dancers in 1994 and has since gone 
on to acting and more recently directing.   Sek Thim also ran Reka Art Space, a gallery that 
supported exciting and alternative artists.  Sek Thim now lives and works in Penang.  He is 
opening a new hotel in Penang where he hopes to do creative projects.  He recently directed 
Pearls for the Picking, where 3 performers researched and then performed stories of Penang. 
 
Chew Kin Wah is a versatile performer who has been performing on the Malaysian stage since 
the 1980s.  He has performed in numerous Five Arts Centre productions, including Yap Ah Loy: 
The Play, Skin Trilogy, Family and Dumb Waiter.  Kin Wah is one of the most well-known faces 
on the Malaysian television screen, appearing in 3 of the most popular local television shows, the 
long-running English Sitcom Kopitiam, Cantonese serial Homecoming and Malay soap Astana 
Idaman 3. He now works mostly on films, appearing in Susuk, Dukun, 1957 Hati Malaya, Stamp, 
Daybreak and many more. 
 
Ivy N. Josiah began dancing with Marion D’Cruz and Dancers in 1983.  She has danced and 
acted in several productions of Five Arts Centre, most notably Sintesis 84, New Directions 88, 
Let Me Speak and The Cord.  Ivy is presently the Executive Director of the Women’s Aid 
Organization (WAO) and is well known for her work in the women’s movement in national and 
international arenas.  She is a theatre judge with the Kakiseni Cameronian Arts Award.     
 
Fahmi Fadzil is a performer and writer.  He is the principal coordinator for a wayang 
experimentation group Project Wayang and helps run Bright Lights at Midnight, a graphic 
design and multimedia studio.  Fahmi has performed in numerous award-winning theatre 
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productions, including Second Link: Riding the Nice Bus (2006) and Dua, Tiga Dalang Berlari 
(2007), and was the recipient of the Mandarin Oriental Fan of the Arts Most Promising Artist 
Award at the 5th Annual BOH Cameronian Arts Awards 2006.  He was also a finalist in the 
theatre section for the 2008/9 cycle of the Rolex Mentor and Protege Arts Initiative.  He is also 
currently working as the political secretary to the Member of Parliament for Lembah Pantai.  
 
Janet Pillai is a practitioner and academic in the field of arts and culture education.  Over the 
span of a 30 year career, Pillai has utilised action research and cultural activism to develop and 
promote arts education for ‘cultural sustainability’.  Pillai’s specialisation includes non-formal 
arts and culture education for young people and community.  Pillai is also a theatre director who 
works in collaboration with artists and young people to devise multi-modal theatre productions 
in community settings.  Pillai is also involved on a project-basis in regional level training, 
programming and curriculum writing in the area of non-formal arts and culture education with 
UNESCO Bangkok and APCIEU Korea.  Her research interests are in learning theories, creative 
pedagogy and community collaboration.  

 
June Tan is a Biologist from Imperial College, London who had a corporate career looking at 
toxic waste management and renewable energy.  For Five Arts Centre, she has been mainly 
involved with stage management and production.  She has stage managed (Family, A Chance 
Encounter, 7 TEN) and for Dramalab (Split Gravy on Rice).  June has also produced 2 Minute 
Solos (2013), Something I Wrote (2013), The Sandpit: Womensis (2012), The Whole Beast 
(2011), Project Angkat Rumah (2010) and Cuckoo Birds (2009).  In 2010, June began to work in 
the film industry as a screenwriter and is now co-writing her second feature film.  
Kubhaer T. Jethwani is an up and coming film director in the Malaysian advertising industry 
and has worked extensively in theatre, radio, film, and TV.  He was a founding member of 
Akshen, and his varied contributions to Five Arts Centre have included publicity work, stage 
managing, writing, as well as acting. 
 
Lew Chee Seong is a lawyer by profession. He has been a Five Arts Centre member since 1995 
and has produced numerous Five Arts Centre productions. 
  
Mac Chan has worked as a lighting designer and Theatre Consultant.  He is a four -time winner 
of the Best Lighting Design award at the BOH Cameronian Arts Awards, and in 2006 received 
a National Arts Award for his lighting design work.  He is also extensively involved in 
researching Asian performing arts spaces, and has been invited to many international forums and 
conferences to participate in discussions on the development of theatre architecture and technical 
theatre in Asia. 
 
Marion D'Cruz is a founding member of Five Arts Centre (Est 1984). Marion began dancing at 
the age of 6 and started making dance at the age of 16. She graduated with a BA in Performing 
Arts and an MA in Dance from Universiti Sains Malaysia and has studied classical, modern and 
contemporary dance in Malaysia, Indonesia, London and New York.  In 1983 she formed Marion 
D'Cruz and Dancers who have performed extensively both locally and internationally.  One of 
the pioneers of contemporary dance in Malaysia, her work has gone through many phases – the 
search for a Malaysian identity in contemporary dance, the socio-political commentary, working 
with ‘non-performers’, the democratization of the artistic space.  She has broken many rules and 
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continues to do so in search of interesting projects that empower performers and audiences alike. 
Marion was manager of Arts Network Asia from 2004-2006.  At the 2006 Boh Cameronian Arts 
Awards, Marion was awarded the Artseefartsee Cross Cultural Champion of the Arts Award.  
Now Marion choreographs, performs, produces and teaches fulltime in the Dance Faculty of 
ASWARA (The National Academy of Arts, Culture and Heritage).  
 
Mark Teh is a theatre worker whose projects are particularly concerned with the issues of 
Malaysian history, education and participation.  His association with Five Arts Centre dates back 
to 2000, as a member of the ARTicle 19 and Akshen youth theatre collectives.  Since then, he 
has been engaged in a wide range of collaborative projects - facilitating young people in 
community arts workshops; staging documentary performances, exhibitions and videos; and 
working on research and new media projects. He was the inaugural recipient of the Most 
Promising Artist Award at the 2002 Boh Cameronian Arts Awards. In 2011, Mark graduated 
with an MA in Art and Politics from Goldsmiths, University of London.  Mark teaches in the 
Department of Performance & Media, Sunway University. 
 
Ravi Navaratnam began his theatre involvement as an actor in the 1980s.  He soon moved on to 
production and administrative work for Five Arts Centre.  Ravi works in Corporate Finance and 
continues to be active on the production and finance side of Five Arts Centre. 
 
Suhaila Merican is a Food Technologist by profession.  In the 1980s, Suhaila performed in 
productions like 3 Children and Lady White Snake.  She has produced many productions for Five 
Arts Centre and continues to support in the group. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
In conclusion… 
 
Five Arts Centre continues to operate from our studio and office in Taman Tun Dr Ismail.  Five 
Arts Centre is supported by ASTRO, AnCasa Hotel and Resorts, Kino-i, The Ministry of 
Tourism and Culture, The National Department of Arts and Culture, and many other 
corporations and individual Friends of Five Arts Centre.  We are extremely grateful for this 
support which has allowed us to grow over the past 29 years, in the quality, expanse and amount 
of our work. 
 
In 2014, Five Arts Centre turns 30 years old!  
In 2015, we mark the 10th anniversary of the passing of founder member Datuk Krishen Jit. 
 
tententen! is a two-year celebration programme (2014-2015) with multiple arts projects and 
events presented by Five Arts Centre.  
 
In tententen! we will be:      

• re-looking our histories and creativities;  
• interrogating our politics and aesthetics;  
• investigating our philosophies and practices; 
• experimenting with new and old ideas and approaches and  
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• making new work with new and old collaborators. 
 
There are 5 threads planned for this unparalleled programme – Platforms, Process, Conference, 
Publication and Performances. 
Look out for more information on tententen! 
 
We look forward to your continued support that will allow us to create meaningful art that tells 
the many stories of Malaysia. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Report prepared by Marion D’Cruz and Mark Teh 
23 January 2014 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

fiveartscentre@gmail.com / www.fiveartscentre.org / www.facebook.com/FiveArtsCentre 
Contact: Marion D’Cruz / marionfdcruz@gmail.com / +60127270913 

June Tan / junetan27@gmail.com / +60126706191 


